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Year Five Set to Start
Who look’s well positioned for the hardware?

BRASSWORLD will begin its fifth season in earnest on April 8th.  While fans pack BW parks around the league to cheer for the Hometown Team, which fans can legitimately dream of a parade through downtown- and who are truly dreaming?

Let’s start with the Cobb Division…

Alaska has a nice trio of young hitters to look to in the middle of its lineups: Brian McCann, Prince Fielder and Austin Kearns.  Rafael Furcal will be looked to keep the Stoves burning on the bases. He will be surrounded in the infield by the interchangeable parts that are Rich Aurilia, Hector Luna and Mark DeRosa.  In the outfield there is power in the bats of Carlos Lee and Raul Ibanez.  However, their forte is not found in their defensive skills and ageless Dave Roberts will be counted on in center to cover these two as much as possible.  The Stoves rotation is sound 1-4 with true ace Jason Schmidt fronting the staff.  Word out of camp is that youngster Jonathan Papelbon will be handed the keys to the closer role out of the gate.  Should be intriguing to see where that moves leads the Stoves.
Waukesha was the worst team in BW in 2006.  Things are looking better for the Keglers in 2007 as the team is starting to gel around some nice young hitters (Garrett Atkins, Ryan Garko, Ian Kinsler and Matt Murton).  However, the right-handedness of those hitters and others means the best LH bat on the Keglers belongs to Jose Valentin.  Obviously, the Keglers will struggle against the tougher RH starters around the AL.  Success in BW is tied to pitching and the Keglers’ cupboard remains barren.  Vicente Padilla is the “ace,” but really, on another club he’s a 3 or 4.  The club won’t lose 120 again in ’07, but I’m not positive they’ll escape 100 losses either.

Hogan’s have one of the better infields in BW with David Wright at the hot corner, sound vet Scott Hatteberg at first to greet baserunners, well-spoken of rook Dan Uggla at second and either Orlando Cabrera or young Yuniesky Betancourt to choose from at short.  Given Cabrera was handed a free agent contract in the off-season of some value ($6 million over 4 years), he figures to be the starter.  In center is the emerging talent that is Grady Sizemore.  No ladies, the editor does not have Mr. Sizemore’s phone number.   The Heroes are doomed by their starting pitching- or lack thereof more specifically.  The top three starters on the club are Mark Hendrickson, Esteban Loaiza and Jamey Wright- a trio that would not pitcher higher than fourth in the rotation on pretty much any other BW club.

South Range is a mirror image of the Heroes.  Much in the offense to like, but a team bereft of even adequate contender pitching.  The Mariners will score runs when you consider the club can roll out Carlos Delgado, Matt Holliday, Eric Chavez, Brad Hawpe and Jimmy Rollins day in, day out.  But the best two starters on the staff are Paul Byrd and Claudio Vargas.  There are questions in the pen as well where Derrick Turnbow was brought in to be the closer, but early spring reports had Turnbow struggling and the only veteran backup to consider for the role is the well-traveled Brian Meadows.
Greenville goes as Ichiro goes and once again he will be the focal point of the Sox attack.  The defending division champs still look tough to beat from the top spot given that they are balanced on offense and have an above average pitching staff.  Ichiro will find offensive support from Miggy Tejada and ready-to-pop Adam LaRoche.  Don’t overlook young backstop Russ Martin, either.  The starting staff sports Kevin Millwood, Mark Buehrle, Aaron Harang and Ian Snell 1-4.  In the pen is where the club really excels as the Sox can deploy arguably the best closer in BW (Joe Nathan) and a fine setup combo in Justin Duchscherer and Chad Qualls.
Silver will put fans in the seats around the league for no other reason than fans need to see the burgeoning behemoth that is becoming Ryan Howard.  Word out of Spring Training is that Howard is ready to break out offensively in BW.  We’ll see.  But overall the Sluggers remain a rebuilding club and will struggle behind a starting rotation whose core is Jeff Weaver, Josh Fogg and Jason Marquis.
How they’ll finish in the Cobb:

1 Greenville  2 Alaska  3 South Range  4 Hogan’s  5 Silver  6 Waukesha

Williamsburg suffered from the loss of Barry Bonds last year as they tumbled to a 72-90 mark without the slugger.  But with Barry back and healthy, there may not be a more dangerous 3-6 in BW as Bonds is joined by Chase Utley, Lance Berkman and Ryan Zimmerman.  And on the pitching side of things…well…there is Johan.  As long as you can throw the best pitcher in BW 34 times to your benefit you’re going to be okay.  Randy Johnson and Jose Contreras give the Burgesses two other strong arms.  The pen lacks a reliable closer, but it is balanced and should be able to cover the closer blemishes more often than not.
Exeter is a much improved club over the 51-111 bunch of a year ago.  However, having to play in the Ruth will do the club no favors as it tries to climb the ladder to BW success.  Slugger Jim Thome will find offensive help with youngsters Rocco Baldelli and Edwin Encarnacion.  On the pitching side of the things more than a few BW clubs would love to have a 1-5 that includes Curt Schilling, Bronson Arroyo, Jeff Francis, Cliff Lee and Jon Lieber.  This club may not win the division, but the playoffs are a distinct possibility and considering where this club was at last September- that’s saying something.
Hoboken models Williamsburg a bit in that it has impressive bats in the core of its lineup: Adam Dunn, David DeJesus, rejuvenated Nomar Garciaparra, Moises Alou and Scott Rolen.  However, the pitching staff lacks a distinct Numero Uno.  Doug Davis and Livan Hernandez are just not that guy on a contending BW club.  Much is spoken of the precocious Matt Cain, but the Bums can hardly rely on a youngster heading into his first full season as the staff ace.
Gotham City is the best club in the AL.  Strong words?  Indeed, but the Gargoyles should be up to justifying the distinction. Like all past Gargoyle clubs, the ’07 version should just pummel opponents with the power it wields throughout the lineup.  Only 2B is power-deficient for Gotham.  The truly big thunder now comes in the form of free agent coup, David Ortiz.  And in true Earl Weaver fashion, the Gargoyles will consistently have a strong armed pitcher out on the mound able to take the lead into the seventh and eighth innings.  Brandon Webb, John Lackey, Dan Haren and Brett Myers should make close to 140 starts amongst them.  Now you see why I called them the best in the AL?
Plum Island is just not the same club it has been in the past.  There is still sprinklings of talent on the club with the likes of Alfonso Soriano, Nick Johnson and the solid offensive bat of catcher Michael Barrett, but as a whole it just doesn’t add up to a whole lot.  Carlos Zambrano will find it harder to secure Walter Johnson votes this year, and after Big Z, Jeff Suppan is the best of the bunch.  May be a re-tooling year in ‘Head territory this year.
New York is restructuring.  Gone from the World Series runners-up are the alliterative Big Three of A-Rod, Aramis and Abreu.  Also, word is big bat Derek Lee is injured and will probably not start the season with the club.  The pitching staff is still fine with Dontrelle, Jake Westbrook and Mariano Rivera around, but it wouldn’t be surprising to see the exodus continue out of New York during the ’07 campaign.

How they’ll finish in the Ruth:

1 Gotham City  2 Williamsburg  3 Hoboken  4 Exeter  5 Plum Island  6 New York

In the National League we start with the most competitive division in BW, the Aaron.
Lafontaine Park is perennially among the better teams in the NL and 2007 should be no different.  The Diamonds were the latest beneficiary of exiled ex-Metz as they bought in both Bobby Abreu and Aramis Ramirez just in time to start April with the club.  These two will combine with free agent acquisitions Jason Giambi and Andruw Jones to give the Diamonds a formidable, championship-caliber offense.  The pitching staff will be fronted by dual aces in the form of ‘Doc’ Halladay and Mike Mussina.  Throw in a well-rounded bullpen and the Diamonds are a club that should be playing well into October.

Taggart spent the off-season trying to upgrade its lack of power.  To that end, in were brought A-Rod, Billy Hall and Milton Bradley.  But it may not be enough in this division, especially when the Titans will send out the powerless likes of Wily Taveras and Jose Castillo regularly.  However, the Titans will sport one of the better rotations in BW- especially if Pedro Martinez can stay healthy more often than not.  Joining Pedro will be Chris Capuano, Dave Bush and Jason Jennings.  Chris Ray was groomed as the future closer last season and now he takes over the role while getting setup by the able veterans Bob Howry and Salomon Torres.

Port Richey figures to be improved as well.  Offensively, the ‘Cranes attack will be much more reliable with the additions of Carl Crawford, Mags Ordonez and Adrian Beltre joining team star Vernon Wells.  The pitching staff is tremendously young and it is hard to gauge who will make up the nucleus of the ‘Crane staff.  Holdover youngsters Chien-Ming Wang and Daniel Cabrera figure to get most of the starts, but the likes of Fernando Nieve and Enrique Gonzalez are looking to make their mark as well.  Jonathan Broxton will be a late-inning beast for the Sandcranes.
Virginia is the question mark club of BW in 2007.  Always in the playoff mix are the Pats and this year should prove no different IF the club’s vaunted youngsters quickly gell into threats.  Jermaine Dye and Paul Konerko will provide the thunder, but Pat fans really will be hoping Andre Ethier, Robinson Cano and Nick Markakis are indeed ready for BW prime-time.  Like Taggart, the true success of the pitching staff may hinge on the health of an aging star, in the Pats case- Roger Clemens.  The bullpen is not deep but Billy Wagner was brought in as the new closer and Dan Wheeler should be reliable in the seventh and eighth innings.

Annadale is an improving club as well and figures to not be a 100 loss club again in 2007.  The squad does have a discernible lack of pop in the offense, with returning Lyle Overbay the only hitter even reasonably capable of 25 homers.  One suspects Ryan Freel will quickly become a fan favorite given his relentless playing style.  The starters are probably the most left-handed in BW and a definite strength to the club if kept together.  Rumors had it that management has been trying to move either Jamie Moyer or Tom Glavine, but so long as they both remain the club should doggedly be in contests more often than not.

Lake Zurich is the NL counterpart of Gotham, minus the stellar starting rotation.  The Stingrays’ lineup should prove mercilessly uncompromising to opposing staffs.  Albert Pujols, Manny Ramirez, Jim Edmonds, Mike Young, Troy Glaus, Alex Rios, Chad Tracy…my goodness it just goes on and on!  However, the team will need to win many an 8-6 contest because the pitching staff is not quite up to snuff.  Barry Zito and Javier Vazquez are above average starters, to be sure, but they are not aces.  Helping them out will be the likes of Kelvim Escobar, Zach Duke and Brad Radke.  Not horrible, but not imposing either.  The true problem lies in the pen where the bridge between the starters and closer Trevor Hoffman has not been assembled as of yet.

How they’ll finish in the Aaron:

1 Lake Zurich  2 Lafontaine Park  3 Virginia  4 Taggart  5 Port Richey  6 Annadale

And last, but not least is the Mays, home to the best team in BW.
Mansfield was one of the best club’s in BW last year, but a re-tooling effort is under way and the Mounties don’t appear to be a challenger again this season.  Mark Teixeira and Joe Mauer are still on board to anchor the offense, but after that it’s question marks.  Is Eric Byrnes worthy of a full-time role?  Cam Clint Barmes adequately fill shortstop till mega-prospect Stephen Drew is ready to go?  The staff returns veterans Jake Peavy and Andy Pettitte with the remaining slots filled with youthful aspirants, not least of whom should be the touted Justin Verlander.
West Oakland will be looking to build on its improbable run to the 2006 NLCS.  Offensively the club should be solid again, what with Carlos Beltran and Pat Burrell manning the attack and the developing Jose Reyes lending his speed and defense.  An interesting decision must be made at first-base where WOW slugger Richie Sexson resides, but is being pushed hard by the later-blooming Adrian Gonzalez.  On the bump, John Smoltz is the ace of the staff and is surrounded by solid veterans.  Huston Street will close again after a fantastic rookie year.  The middle-inning corps, however, is a bit circumspect for a contending club.

Northwoods is the best club in BRASSWORLD.  The Moose were the champs in 2005, but were sidetracked in their defense by the aforementioned Wolverines.  The offense revolves around the bat of Travis Hafner.  Lending balanced protection to the able slugger are the young righty bays of Jason Bay and Miguel Cabrera.  Johnny Damon should man the leadoff spot for another year while JD Drew was brought on board to add yet more offensive capability to the lineup.  Rumor has it that prospect Hanley Ramirez may finally be ready to breakthrough in ’07.  This offense combined with a pitching staff enhanced by the addition of Roy Oswalt and anchored by the likes of K-Rod and Flash Gordon will only be stymied in their pursuit of a 115+ win season by the fact that the NL is a darn competitive league this year.
Montreal is the reigning champion of BRASSWORLD and is well situated to defend its crown.  Many changes have been made but the net result is team balanced well between its offensive and pitching capabilities.  Vlad Guerrero now has Derek Jeter as a teammate and what a duo they should prove to be for the Montreal fans to enjoy.  Frank Thomas figures to be the full time starter at 1B this year.  Then again, Frank Thomas figures to be the full time starter at 1B this year…not that his counterpart in the Northwoods is a gold-glover, either.  Chris Carpenter was shrewdly brought in to be the ace of the staff.  Down in the pen, the McGaffigans quite possibly have the best pen in the league with B.J Ryan and J.J Putz down there with Rafael Soriano and Joaquin Benoit in setup roles.

Aspen is a rebuilding club that will try to succeed at the gate by getting the fans to come out to see the kids.  Morgan Ensberg is the only true power threat on the club.  Conor Jackson and Josh Barfield are the youthful right side of the infield while Jhonny Peralta and Jason Bartlett were both brought in to scuffle for the Rainmaker shortstop job.  The pitching staff is young and last season’s ace, Bartolo Colon, is hurt and not going north with the club in April.  Joe Blanton returns to improve on a solid freshman campaign.
Maryland has little power, but that has never been the Mounders game plan anyway.  Always a club looking to ‘double’ the opposition into submission, it appears that the team may be a tad lacking even in that area this year.  But if Mike Lowell bounces back to aid Todd Helton and Victor Martinez, then things might turn out bright in Maryland after all.  Then again, Victor Martinez has been slipping behind the dish and it will be interesting to see if the Mounders can keep letting teams be so liberal on the basepaths.  The pitching staff is functional if not stellar and should be enhanced by the eventual immersion of powerful young lefties Adam Loewen and Francisco Liriano into BW play.
How they’ll finish in the Mays:1 Northwoods  2 Montreal  3 West Oakland  4 Maryland  5 Mansfield  6 Aspen
*
*
*

“Homeplate Humor”

From the June 11, 2006 Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

[Ned] Yost noted that Cardinals manager Tony La Russa jokingly responded to Robin Yount’s request for a more detailed lineup card Saturday after La Russa delivered abarebones one Friday.

“Robin got in late (from his daughter’s graduation in Arizona),” Yost said.  “He had plane problems.  And when he got the lineup card, it just had the eight starters and two relievers and everybody else was gone.  So Robin got on Tony at home plate about not having the extra guys.

“So today when he sent the lineup card over it had all the xtra guys listed, and it had their age, their height, their weight, their wives, names of the kids for each player.”

*
*
*

BrassWorld Draft Review, 2007

By Jonah Keri

In this installment of BrassWorld Report, we take a look at the league’s 5th annual draft. Just like last year, the draft featured surprises, sleepers and some possible busts. Keep in mind, the picks that look great today could become dogs, while seemingly puzzling selections can easily blossom into stars. This is all meant to be in good fun, nothing more.

With that said, let’s take a look at some of the best and the worst from the draft, going round-by-round:

	
	Round 1
	Round 2

	Waukesha Keglers (WAU)
	Martinez,Fernando*
	(HOB) Snider,Travis

	Silver Sluggers (SIL)
	Lincecum,Tim
	(NOR) Gutierrez,Juan

	Exeter Alewives (EXE)
	Loney,J*
	(WOW) McGee,Jacob

	Annadale Anteaters (ANN)
	(NOR) Albers,M
	(HOB) Morrow,Brandon

	Taggart Titans (TAG)
	(NYM) Kershaw,Clayton*
	(ANN) Drabek,Kyle

	Port Richey (PRS)
	Villanueva,C
	(PIG) Carrasco,Carlos

	Alaska Hot Stoves (ALA)
	Buchholz,Clay
	

	Hogan's Heroes (HOG)
	Tabata,Jose
	

	Williamsburg (WIL)
	Conger,Hank+
	

	Virginia Patriots (VIR)
	(ASP) Kouzmanoff,K
	

	Lafontaine Park (LPD)
	(ASP) Uggla,D
	

	Aspen Rainmakers (ASP)
	(MON) Wieters,Matt+
	

	Maryland Mounders (MMM)
	Saito,T
	

	South Range Mariners (SRM)
	Buck,Travis
	

	Greenville Black Sox (GBS)
	Rowell,Bill
	

	Gotham City (GCG)
	Napoli,M
	

	Lake Zurich (LZS)
	Montero,M*
	

	Hoboken Bums (HOB)
	Veal,Donald*
	

	Northwoods Moose (NOR)
	(MAN) Duncan,C*
	

	Mansfield Mounties (MAN)
	igawa,kei
	

	West Oakland (WOW)
	Morales,Franklin*
	

	Plum Island (PIG)
	(PRS) Gonzalez*,E
	

	New York Metz (NYM)
	(HOG) Campbell,Eric
	

	Montreal McGaffigans (MON)
	Lofgren,Chuck*
	


Top picks: Miguel Montero, Lake Zurich (#17), Travis Snider, Hoboken (#25)

Huh?: Matt Albers, Northwoods (#4), Kei Igawa, Mansfield (#19), Juan Gutierrez, Northwoods (#26)

Montero figures to step in right away and get significant playing time at catcher in Arizona. Given the dearth of catching talent in the majors and Montero’s minor league track record of success, this is a low-risk, medium-to-high pick with little chance of disappointing Stingrays management. 

Drafted out of high school in Everett, Wash. last summer, Snider made an immediate impression in the Blue Jays system. So much so, in fact, that he’s now the team’s #1A prospect, alongside fellow young outfielder Adam Lind. Pitchers and catchers are always tough to find in BrassWorld, but Snider may be the best pure hitter of the entire draft.

Northwoods gets a pair of shoulder shrugs for a pair of Astros pitcher draftees. Albers’ carded status saved the Moose a Min spot, and the righty may have a shot at the starting rotation as soon as Opening Day of this season. But with the likes of Kershaw, Buchholz, Veal and others on the board, was Albers a reach at #4? Meanwhile, Gutierrez doesn’t have a card to fall back on, nor was he ranked as highly by most prospect mavens as some of the players that came after him. It’s obvious that Moose management scouted Houston’s system closely though, so these two unconventional picks could surprise anyway.

Mansfield also envisioned a win-now (or soon) approach in tabbing Japanese import Kei Igawa with the 19th pick. Igawa led the Japanese leagues in strikeouts multiple times, and many scouts marveled at his big breaking curveball. But Igawa’s lack of velocity on his fastball, coupled with early signs of wildness in spring training and a crowded Yankees depth chart, raise concerns over his role in the Bronx. 

	
	Round 3
	Round 4

	Waukesha Keglers (WAU)
	Butler,Tony
	(SRM) Woods,J*

	Silver Sluggers (SIL)
	Paulino,R
	(NYM) crowe,trevor

	Exeter Alewives (EXE)
	Inman,Will
	(LPD) Brackman,Andrew

	Annadale Anteaters (ANN)
	(LZS) Tankersley,T*
	(HOG) Jones,Brandon*

	Taggart Titans (TAG)
	Shields,J
	(PIG) Meloan,Jonathan

	Port Richey (PRS)
	Capps,M
	(MON) Chamberlain,Joba

	Alaska Hot Stoves (ALA)
	Bowden,Michael
	(WAU) Sinkbeil,Brett

	Hogan's Heroes (HOG)
	West,Sean*
	

	Williamsburg (WIL)
	Cardenas,Adrian*
	

	Virginia Patriots (VIR)
	(GBS) Parmelee,Chris*
	

	Lafontaine Park (LPD)
	Samardzija,Jeff
	

	Aspen Rainmakers (ASP)
	Slowey,Kevin
	

	Maryland Mounders (MMM)
	(ALA) Clippard,Tyler
	

	South Range Mariners (SRM)
	Marshall,S*
	

	Greenville Black Sox (GBS)
	Fowler,Dexter+
	

	Gotham City (GCG)
	Anderson,Lars
	

	Lake Zurich (LZS)
	Jimenez,U
	

	Hoboken Bums (HOB)
	Lincoln,Brad
	

	Northwoods Moose (NOR)
	Broadway,Lance
	

	Mansfield Mounties (MAN)
	(ANN) Lugo,R
	

	West Oakland (WOW)
	(TAG) Morillo,J
	

	Plum Island (PIG)
	(HOG) SANCHEZ,HUMBERTO
	

	New York Metz (NYM)
	Thompson,M
	

	Montreal McGaffigans (MON)
	(VIR) Coste,C
	


Top picks: Ronny Paulino, Silver (#32), Jamie Shields, Taggart (#35)

Huh?: Brad Lincoln, Hoboken (#48), Ruddy Lugo, Annadale (#50)

From an iffy carded pick at #4, we do a 180 and find two great carded picks in the 2nd round of the draft (designated as Round 3 above, to account for the bonus round in between). Paulino batted over .300 in his rookie season, while banking nearly 500 plate appearances. That made him one of the best catching cards in the set, period, let alone a young, cheap starter in Pittsburgh likely to bring plenty of future value. Mike Napoli had a similarly strong rookie season and also projects well, but one wonders if Montreal will live to regret taking an untested college catcher in Matt Wieters nearly a full round ahead of the established and projectable Paulino.

Meanwhile, Shields gives Taggart 125 useful innings, while also projecting as a starter in Tampa for years to come. The Titans have quietly assembled a nifty rotation, with Shields joining Chris Capuano, Jason Jennings, David Bush, Tom Gorzelanny and John Patterson in a young, solid rotation (with Pedro Martinez providing support, at least for this season).

The #4 overall pick in last year’s draft, it’s possible that both the Pirates and Hoboken reached for this lefty out of the University of Houston. Lincoln struggled with an oblique injury in his professional debut, and got knocked around at Low-A Hickory as a result. A much bigger concern is a bout of elbow irritation this spring, never a good sign for a pitching prospect. 

On the other hand, Lincoln brings upside that Ruddy Lugo lacks. The Devil Rays righty provided 85 innings of effective relief work, shutting down lefty hitters in particular. But nearly 27 years old, with erratic control and underwhelming stuff, Lugo’s future looks limited. Though a contender could surely use a relief card of Lugo’s caliber on a one-year rental, Annadale’s roster might lack the firepower to make the post-season in 2007—making Lugo look more like tasty mid-season trade bait than a keeper.

	
	Round 5
	Round 6

	Waukesha Keglers (WAU)
	Neshek,P
	(MON) Lillibridge,Brent

	Silver Sluggers (SIL)
	Zobrist,B+
	(MON) Betances,Dellin

	Exeter Alewives (EXE)
	(TAG) Casilla,A+
	(ASP) Mulvey,Kevin

	Annadale Anteaters (ANN)
	Hernandez,Gorkys
	(HOB) Rodriguez,Sean

	Taggart Titans (TAG)
	Sipp,Tony*
	(SIL) Casto,Kory*

	Port Richey (PRS)
	Feldman,S
	(SRM) Jeffress,Jeremy

	Alaska Hot Stoves (ALA)
	Ramirez,R
	(MAN) Gallagher,Sean

	Hogan's Heroes (HOG)
	Karstens,J
	(MMM) Colvin,Tyler*

	Williamsburg (WIL)
	Mattingly,Preston
	

	Virginia Patriots (VIR)
	(MMM) Salas,J
	

	Lafontaine Park (LPD)
	Sweeney,B
	

	Aspen Rainmakers (ASP)
	Barton,Brian
	

	Maryland Mounders (MMM)
	Bray,B*
	

	South Range Mariners (SRM)
	(GBS) Lumsden,Tyler*
	

	Greenville Black Sox (GBS)
	(MAN) Larish,Jeff*
	

	Gotham City (GCG)
	Tallet,B*
	

	Lake Zurich (LZS)
	Littleton,W
	

	Hoboken Bums (HOB)
	(ALA) O'connor,M*
	

	Northwoods Moose (NOR)
	Drennen,John*
	

	Mansfield Mounties (MAN)
	(ANN) Spilborghs,R
	

	West Oakland (WOW)
	Sampson,C
	

	Plum Island (PIG)
	(SIL) Koronka,J*
	

	New York Metz (NYM)
	(HOG) Alfonzo,E
	

	Montreal McGaffigans (MON)
	(WOW) Sherrill,G*
	


Top picks: Ben Zobrist, Silver (#63), Alexi Casilla, Taggart (#64)

Huh?: Jeff Larish, Mansfield (#76)

Don’t mean to sound repetitive, but kudos again to Silver and Taggart, this time for 3rd round snags. Zobrist isn’t going to knock anyone’s socks off. But landing a ready-to-wear major league shortstop with the 63rd pick in the notoriously shallow BrassWorld draft is an impressive feat. Casilla doesn’t have a job in front of him right now, but that’s no fault of his. A speed burner who hit for high averages throughout his minor league career, Casilla has dazzled Twins manager Ron Gardenhire this spring, and looks poised to crack the big league roster. The incumbents Luis Castillo and Jason Bartlett are keeping Casilla from a full-time gig, not any lack of ability.

Larish put up decent numbers at high-A Lakeland, popping 18 homers. But a .258 average failed to impress, especially at an offensively demanding position such as first base. Larish isn’t young for a prospect, turning 25 this year. He’ll need to blaze through the minors and hike his production to have a shot at becoming an above-average major league regular.

	
	Round 7
	Round 8

	Waukesha Keglers (WAU)
	Sulentic,Matt*
	Outman,Josh*

	Silver Sluggers (SIL)
	Miner,Z
	(MMM) Ruiz,C

	Exeter Alewives (EXE)
	Walker,Matt
	Guerra,Deolis

	Annadale Anteaters (ANN)
	Abercrombie,R
	(NYM) Nelson,J

	Taggart Titans (TAG)
	Castro,F*
	Olson,Garrett

	Port Richey (PRS)
	n/a
	Bergmann,J

	Alaska Hot Stoves (ALA)
	Herrera,Yoslan
	

	Hogan's Heroes (HOG)
	Corcoran,T
	Nova,Ivan

	Williamsburg (WIL)
	Jay,John
	Inglett,J*

	Virginia Patriots (VIR)
	Theriot,R
	(TAG) Mayberry Jr.,John

	Lafontaine Park (LPD)
	Clevlen,B
	(LZS) Maier,M*

	Aspen Rainmakers (ASP)
	Talbot,Mitch
	Prado,M

	Maryland Mounders (MMM)
	Ishikawa,T*
	(VIR) Hill,S

	South Range Mariners (SRM)
	Feierabend,R*
	Lowe,M

	Greenville Black Sox (GBS)
	Corpas,M
	Koshansky,Joe

	Gotham City (GCG)
	Murphy,D*
	Alvarez,Pedro

	Lake Zurich (LZS)
	n/a
	Sharpless,J

	Hoboken Bums (HOB)
	Reynolds,Greg
	Soria,Joakim

	Northwoods Moose (NOR)
	Cain,Lorenzo
	Patterson,Ryan

	Mansfield Mounties (MAN)
	Marmol,C
	McCulloch,Kyle

	West Oakland (WOW)
	Haeger,C
	Sanchez,Gaby

	Plum Island (PIG)
	Garcia,J
	(TAG) Fahey,B*

	New York Metz (NYM)
	Burriss,Emmanuel+
	Garcia,Jaime*

	Montreal McGaffigans (MON)
	Villalona,Angel
	Tucker,Ryan


Top picks: Shawn Hill, Virginia (#127), Carlos Ruiz, Maryland (#117)

Huh?: Angel Villalona, Montreal (#115)

If you could get the projected #2 starter in Washington’s major league rotation this year, at the 127th spot in the draft, is that something that might interest you? Credit Virginia for seizing on not only Hill’s sleeper ability, but also the power of opportunity. A prospect doesn’t evolve into a contributor unless he gets a chance, and Hill should get a good look in D.C. Ruiz doesn’t yet have that opportunity, but that’s because Pat Gillick eschewed his offensively-minded catcher in favor of an old, OBP sieve in Rod Barajas. If there’s any justice, Ruiz will be the starter by Opening Day next year.

Villalona earned one of the highest signing bonuses ever as a 16-year-old out of the Dominican Republic, as scouts marveled at his raw talent. The problem is, he’s still only 16. With no professional experience, years away from being able to drink, vote or take advantage of Hertz #1 Club Gold’s great service, Villalona may have been too big a question mark to go this early in the draft.

	
	Round 9
	Round 10
	Round 11
	Round 12
	Round 13
	Round 14
	Round 15

	Waukesha Keglers (WAU)
	PASS
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Silver Sluggers (SIL)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Exeter Alewives (EXE)
	Mc Beth,Marcus
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Annadale Anteaters (ANN)
	Ray,K
	Pagan,A+
	Murphy,T+
	
	
	
	

	Taggart Titans (TAG)
	Fiorentino,J*
	reynolds,mark
	
	
	
	
	

	Port Richey (PRS)
	(GBS) Logan,B*
	
	Pope,Van
	Abreu,Etanislao+
	Towles,J.R.
	Johnson,T*
	DeJesus Jr.,Ivan

	Alaska Hot Stoves (ALA)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hogan's Heroes (HOG)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Williamsburg (WIL)
	Rivera,S
	Bowen,R+
	Perez,B
	Perez,J*
	
	
	

	Virginia Patriots (VIR)
	Hundley,Nick
	Loo,Milton
	Valaika,Chris
	Sizemore,Scott
	Reyes,Jo-Jo*
	Redmond,Todd
	

	Lafontaine Park (LPD)
	(TAG) Cox,Bryce
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Aspen Rainmakers (ASP)
	Huber,J
	Hopper,N
	
	
	
	
	

	Maryland Mounders (MMM)
	Windsor,J
	Corey,B
	PASS
	
	
	
	

	South Range Mariners (SRM)
	(MON) Kinney,J
	Moore,S*
	Fruto,E
	
	Hoey,J
	O'flaherty,E*
	

	Greenville Black Sox (GBS)
	Tata,J
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gotham City (GCG)
	Rheinecker,J*
	Lewis,Scott*
	
	
	
	
	

	Lake Zurich (LZS)
	Hunter,Cedric*
	Narveson,C*
	Triunfel,Carlos
	Hellickson,Jeremy
	
	
	

	Hoboken Bums (HOB)
	Fukudome,Kosuke
	Perez,R*
	Sadler,B
	Mcanulty,P*
	
	
	

	Northwoods Moose (NOR)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mansfield Mounties (MAN)
	Venable,Will*
	Taubenheim,T
	Thigpen,Curtis
	Zincola,Zech
	Mateo,J
	
	

	West Oakland (WOW)
	Masset,N
	Jung,Young-Il
	
	
	
	
	

	Plum Island (PIG)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	New York Metz (NYM)
	Wilson,B
	Owens,H
	
	
	
	
	

	Montreal McGaffigans (MON)
	(GBS) Smith,M*
	
	
	
	
	
	


Top picks: Bryce Cox, Taggart (#145), Jason Windsor, Maryland (#147), Henry Owens, New York (#169), Carlos Triunfel, Lake Zurich (#175)

There’s little point in focusing on questionable picks now; at this stage of the draft, it’s mostly a crapshoot anyway. But a few owners loaded the dice in their favor.

Not to suck up to the commish here, but Bryce Cox could play a prominent role in the Red Sox bullpen as soon as this season, after Boston snapped him up in last year’s draft. His power sinker could keep Julio Lugo and Dustin Pedoria busy for years to come. Windsor won’t blow anyone away. But the finesse righty with pinpoint control has a Kirk Saarloos feel about him, able to come in and provide 150 innings of back-end support to the rotation should someone go down. The A’s starting staff is weak enough at #5 that we’re talking about a highly possible scenario.

Since converting from behind the plate, Owens has parlayed his rocket arm into a litany of strikeouts throughout the minor leagues. He’s not young, but he should be a factor starting right now, and might even be in the Marlins closer mix in ’07. Triunfel is very young and very raw. But my spies at USSMariner.com issued rave reviews over the kid’s performance in Peoria this spring. At #175, you can take chances on teenagers with high upside.

*
*
*

The Onion Sports
Pirates Player Keeps Asking Fans If They Saw His Double

April 5, 2007

HOUSTON—After an opening day double off Astros closer Brad Lidge, elated Pirates third-basemen Jose Bautista was observed repeatedly asking fans in attendance if they had seen his "awesome hit." "You guys got a chance to see it, right? You weren't in here the whole time, were you?" Bautista asked a line of men waiting to use a Minute Maid Park restroom immediately after the game concluded. "I just crushed that thing. Then I ran as fast as I could all the way to second." Concerned that fans outside the stadium couldn't fully appreciate the scene, Bautista then headed over to the nearby Texas Barbecue Grill to make sure the game had been on the TV, only to find the bar had emptied as soon as patrons heard the sound of approaching cleats.
*
*
*

Review of 2004 Rookie Draft

By Bill Galanis

With the 2007 rookie draft in the books, I decided to look back to our first rookie draft to see how we, as a league, have done in the rookie draft.  Given how deep the league rosters are (40 man roster, 8 mins or more depending on supplemental picks), the rookie drafts in Brassworld seem to be designed for the long-term, rather than for immediate impact.  Given this long-term focus of a Brassworld rookie draft, I think that it takes a couple of years to really assess how a manager performed in a particular rookie draft.  By my calendar, this is a good time to give each of us a grade for the 2004 draft. The actual picks that were made by each team are available on the league website (there you go, Henry, a plug for the website), so if you are curious about that draft, log onto the website.

One overall comment; in reviewing the 2004 draft, it became apparent to me that it helps to make a lot of picks in a draft, as some of the best picks in the 2004 draft came late in the draft.  Teams that picked 7 or more players generally fared better than those picking 5 or fewer.  Interestingly, you did not have to have one of the first 5 picks in the draft to have a good draft (see, e.g., Gotham City), though if you did, you improved your chances (see, e.g., Silver) because you increased your chances of getting at least one very good player.

Here are the teams that got "A" grades:

Gotham City Gargoyles.  Gotham got very good value with Dan Haren (#11) and Nick Swisher (#163), guys who are solidly in the bigs and even borderline all-stars.  Jesse Crain (#90) and Jeremy Sowers (#138) are beginning to make a name for themselves as well and could turn out as good, or better, than Swisher and Haren in time.  Ian Stewart (#54) still is a good prospect, though his star has faded a bit since 2004.  The rest of Gotham City's draft had no long-term impact.  Still, this was a pretty good haul.

Portland Grays.  Cole Hamels (#9) and Matt Cain (#89) are two of the best young pitching talents in the league, though they still have some developing to do (and, in Hamels' case, durability is an issue).  David Dejesus (#43) is a good outfielder who could step up his game considerably if he could stay healthy (and, maybe, if he were on a better team).  Justin Duchsherer (#165) and Kiko Calero (#113) have been solid relievers for a couple of seasons, adding some depth to Portland's draft.

Northwoods Moose.  3 of the first 16 picks in a draft is a good start to any draft, but drafting only 5 players in a draft limits its upside.  Still, when you pick Jason Bay (#10) and Chad Cordero (#16) with 2 of those picks, that is pretty good.  Edwin Jackson (#2 overall) hasn't panned out yet and is beginning to look like a potential bust, as is Eric Duncan (#58), but the latter two still have the potential to turn it around.

"B" grades:

Buckeye Eclipse.  Solid draft with one potential star (Chad Billingsley, #116).  Brandon Claussen (#12) is a solid major league starter, Craig Monroe (#40) is a good outfielder, and Scott Linebrink (#68) is one of the best relievers in baseball.  Hope is fading for JD Durbin (#92), Angel Guzman (#115), and Fernando Cabrera (#137), but each is young enough and talented enough that, with health and luck, they could become good pitchers.

Silver Sluggers.  Brandon Webb (#1 overall) alone gets Lenny a good draft, but lack of any other real hits keeps this draft from being great.  I may have been tougher on this grade than it deserves because I figured that having the first overall pick in the draft should net you a good player.  Guillermo Quiroz (#25), Jeff DaVanon (#29), and Chris Burke (#125) provide some depth to the Sluggers' first rookie draft, but none has won a clear-cut starting position.  Time is running out for Ramon Nivar (#57), DJ Carrasco (#81), and Termell Sledge (#129), though Sledge did give Lenny one full season of play in the outfield.

LaFontaine Park Diamonds.  Mon ami, what happened?  Daniel sure picked enough guys (9), and Joel Zumaya (#119) looks like a stud reliever.  Brian Fuentes (#23) has done well and is a bona fide closer, and Ryan Harvey (#103) and Brent Clevlen (#127) still have potential (Clevlen was re-drafted in 2007).  Russ Adams (#72) is probably not as bad as he looked this past year for the Blue Jays, but the rest of the draft was a wash-out, including the tragic Jeff Allison (#57).  Daniel, you need to give your draft picks urine tests, buddy, before wasting a pick on them.

Tampa Bay Bravos.  Remember when Don Herklotz was in the league?  Don picked 9 guys, so he certainly was busy his one draft.  Felix Hernandez (#98), Eric Aybar (#170) and Ricky Nolesco (#243) remain good prospects, though their major league performance to date has not been all star calibre.  Matt Kata (#4) gave him one solid year of 2b play.  Dan Meyer (#122) is the only other pick I have ever heard of, and he seems to be on the fringe right now.

Rivendell Knights.  Another team with a lot of picks (10).  More of a deep draft, than any real stars.  Chris Capuano (#36), David Bush (#233) and Connor Jackson (#208) look like solid contributors, Jody Gerut (#8) had one good year before injuries did him in, Claudio Vargas (#19) and Wes Obermuller (#136) have had some mediocre moments.  

Greenville Black Sox.  Adam LaRoche was a very good pick at #15, having blossomed into a very good 1b with the Braves/Pirates.  Ian Snell (#37) and Aaron Hill (#95) are not quite the success stories that LaRoche has been, at least not yet, but they aren't embarrassments either, and they should get opportunities to improve this season.  Greenville had only 5 picks; had Greenville had more picks, they might have done even better.

"C" grades:

Aspen Rainmakers.  Ryan Freel (#28) is a solid bench player who looks like he will contribute at a lot of positions for a few more years to come.  Joe Blanton (#49) looks like a workhorse starter for the Rainmakers for many years.  The rest of the draft was very forgettable.

Maryland Mounders.  Only 5 picks, so I clearly didn't give myself much of a chance.  And this article is about drafting, not about the brains to keep the guys you draft.  Jered Weaver (#171) looks like a fabulous pick considering where he was picked, John Maine (#48) a solid one, and Neal Cotts (#75) had one great year as a reliever and two forgettable ones.  Weaver alone gets us a C, but just barely (after all, he has pitched less than half a season in the bigs), and since I traded Weaver a couple of years ago in a trade for Eric Gagne (who proceeded to blow his arm out exactly two weeks after I picked him up), and traded Maine last year for Chacon, and traded Cotts years ago, I officially have nothing to show for this draft.  Memo to self; never trade.

Virginia Patriots.  Only 4 picks in the draft, so its tough to have a great draft.  But, Nick Markakis (#79 overall) is a good player who looks like he can be great.  If he turns out to be an all-star, this draft might look like Lenny's.  Jon Adkins (#168) isn't a bad reliever.  Other two picks never amounted to anything.

Toontown Rabbits.  Remember when Brassworld was an international league, with our Italian affiliate?  Paolo certainly was busy, picking 10 guys, with mixed results.  Casey Blake (#50) is solid, Pedro Feliciano (#125) and Vinnie Chulk (#247) are mediocre relievers.  Blake Hawksworth (#27) still might pan out.  Rest are very forgettable.

Could Go up or Down:

San Bernadino Stampede.  The Stampede drafted a lot of guys who are still hanging around, but so far, nobody really stands out, though that could change in the next year or two.  Jae Seo (#5), Dioner Navarro (#26), and Joey Gathright (#109) still have a chance, though their star doesn't burn as brightly as it once did.  Luis Ayala (#34) was a very solid reliever until blowing out his arm.  Alberto Callaspo (#61) and Wade Townsend (#134) might still develop, so it is too early to completely write-off this draft.  Matt Bush (#86) probably seemed like a good idea at the time, but he looks like a bust at this point.

Williamsburg Burgesses.  7 picks, chance for a very good draft.  Jeremy Reed (#14) is a regular player, but we had hoped for more at this point.  Still might develop further.  Jeff Nieman (#17) has been slowed by injury, but still is a good prospect.  Rafael Betancourt (#42) and Roy Corcoran (#94) are useful, but not stars.

Port Richey Sandcranes.  Only 5 picks, so hard to have a great draft.  Still, Horacio Ramirez (#3) has been a decent starter and remains a candidate for 180+ innings for a few more seasons.  Julio Mateo (#31) has had some (brief) moments as a reliever, Kevin Gregg (#83) fewer moments, and Yhency Brazoban (#107) has a great name, even if he never develops. 

Those wishing they had a do-over:

Annadale Anteaters.  Only Merkin Valdez #39) and, maybe, Rey Olmedo (#63) and Seth McClung (#114) are worth still talking about 3 years later, and all 3 have serious questions associated with them.  

Savannah Sand Gnats.  Scott Podsendinik (#4) is a decent major league outfielder, though if he does not improve on that "4" rating in LF, he won't be in the majors for long.  Miguel Ojeda (#108) is a poor backup catcher.  The rest of the draft wasn't very good 3 years ago, and looks worse today, though I suppose Bo Hart (#32) gave some useful at bats at 2b for one season.

Waukesha Keglers.  In fairness, the Keglers only picked 4 guys, suggesting that their team was so loaded that season that there wasn't room on the roster for any additional prospects.  Reed Johnson (#47) is a platoon leftfielder, and Kevin Correia (#71) has potential, but that was it.  This draft shows that quantity of picks, as well as quality of draft position, is important in building up a team through the draft.

Syracuse Sky Chiefs.  I think the Chiefs won the inaugural championship, so they can be forgiven for not having a great draft.  Dan Johnson (#52) gave us one good season as a 1b/DH, and Rob Bowen (#200) looks like a career backup catcher.  I suppose Franklin Guttierrez (#24) and Dustin Nippert (#80) could make this a better draft in time, but for now, not very successful.

Baltimore Baysox.  Another busy team, with 7 picks.  At the time, Ryan Wagner (#6), Xavier Paul (#33), Michael Aubrey (#62), and Victor Diaz (#85) seemed like good picks, but they have not panned out.  Andy LaRoche (#110) still looks like a great prospect, so this draft could look better in time, but so far, no significant major league contributions.

Not really Involved in the Draft:

Plum Island Greenheads.  Only 1 pick, Josh Hamilton (#97).  Not much to say.  Didn't the Greenheads make it to the AL championship game that year?

Hope you enjoyed the summary.

*
*
*

More from The Onion
Press Conference Reveals David Ortiz Clearly Doesn't Know Who Jackie Robinson Is

April 5, 2007

BOSTON—David Ortiz's halting, stammered response to a question regarding baseball legend Jackie Robinson directed to him in a clubhouse press conference Tuesday demonstrated that the designated hitter clearly has no idea who Robinson was or what he was talking about. "Oh, yeah, I know that guy. We played ball together, you know, couple years, when we were both younger. How's he doing, anyway?" Ortiz said, dismissively, eliciting puzzled murmurs from the assembled reporters. "Jack played some good ball. Man was always a lot of fun to be around." When reporters attempted to bail Ortiz out by asking leading questions concerning the many barriers Robinson broke, Ortiz responded by saying he had heard the news, that he certainly hoped Robinson would be okay, and that Jackie should not have been driving drunk in the first place.[image: image2.png]



*
*
*

BRASSWORLD 2007 Season Preview for Maryland Mounders (or, How Can You Win if You Don't Have Any Pitching?)
By Bill Galanis

Mounder fans are an optimistic sort, especially in the spring.  In 4 BW seasons, the team has made the playoffs 3 times, won one division title, and won 90 or more games 3 times, so their optimism has some basis in reality.  Fans are optimistic this year as well, as the team has some promise, and management refuses to use the phrase "rebuilding year" (kills ticket sales, you know).  But is the optimism realistic?

The lineup is solid, with Victor Martinez, Todd Helton, Mike Lowell, and Frank Catalanotto leading the attack.  True, Jermaine Dye is gone and there is nobody to replace him in the lineup, but 1 through 8, there are no automatic outs and the team has some speed on the bases.  And given that the Mounders play in AT&T Park (formerly Pac Bell Park), a lineup with good OB%, doubles power, and decent speed plays effectively, especially given that most of the players have a good clutch rating.  Khalil Greene, Adam Kennedy, Steve Finley, and Matt Diaz fill out the starting lineup.  The bench is a strength, with Jeff DaVanon, Tony Graffanino, Gary Sheffield, Scott Podsednick, Reggie Sanders, and Carlos Ruiz providing some punch and speed and seeing plenty of playing time.  Danny Ardoin and Neifi Perez provide good gloves (but should leave their bats in the clubhouse and just pray for walks).  And September will give us an opportunity to call-up youngster Matt Kemp and get a glimpse at the future!

So, while the Mounders won't score with the Stingrays or the Moose, we will score enough runs to be a playoff contender.  The defense will be solid as well, despite Victor Martinez and Catalanotto getting significant ABs at C and LF.  How respectable?  Try a "2" in CF, 1B, 2B, and SS, and a "1" at third.  

So why shouldn't the Mounders print playoff tickets?  Well, we have probably the worst pitching staff in the Mays Division, that'is why.  Josh "Boom Boom" Beckett and Tim Hudson are the aces, good for 70 starts and 30 losses between them.  While they have marquee names, they did not have good years, and no playoff team would not want them to start 70 games, but in Maryland, they have to.  Cory Lidle will start another 30 games or so, and he is also talent-challenged 15-game loser to be.  True, it will be fun to trot Francisco Liriano out there for 20 or so starts, and A.J. Burnett is an effective #5 starter for his 25 or so starts, but it is hard to finish in the top 3 in the tough Mays Division with this rotation.  Adam Loewen provides the balance of the starts, and his card is even worse than Beckett, Hudson, and Lidle's (but he brings a lot of promise, so we will grin and bear the walks and homers).  

If the bullpen were up to normal Mounder standards, we might be able to muddle through this weak rotation, as you can cover for a below average rotation at AT&T Park if you limit the innings that the starters pitch.  The closer, Takashi Saito, is a stud, with plenty of innings available, so if we can get enough leads to him, we will be fine.  But the rest of the 'pen is putrid, thanks in large part to the horrible years turned in by Brad Lidge and Ron Villone.  Bill Bray, Macay McBride, Manny Delcarmen, Logan Kensing, and Juan Salas all give hope for the near future, but for the 2007 strat season, they will not be putting out many fires.  Things are so bad that the Mounders signed Ryan Franklin and Arthur Rhodes to "beef up" the bullpen.  How about that for stinky relieving? 

Last year, the Mays Division had 5 teams make the playoffs, and all 6 teams had winning records.  The division will still be tough in 2007, but the Aaron Division will be significantly improved.  Looking at the rosters, there are at least 6 teams clearly better than the Mounders (Lake Zurich, Virginia, La Fontaine, Northwoods, Montreal, and West Oakland), and Port Richey, Taggart, Mansfield, Aspen and Annadale are all very similar to this year's Maryland team (solid teams with at least one glaring weakness).  The competition between the bottom 6 should be fierce!

Realizing that this is not going to be a playoff season (shhh, don't tell the fans), Maryland management has set forth 3 achievable stretch goals for the team this year; finish above .500, finish in 8th place overall in the National League, and make Daniel Valois' life as difficult as possible in our netplay games!  Beer sales for Diamonds games will continue through the end of the game, and pitchers will get a bounty for beaned Diamond hitters.  No French-speakers welcome in this redneck state!
*
*
*

March 29, 2007
Sports Business
Strat-O-Matic Owner Makes a Move Toward an Investor
By RICHARD SANDOMIR

For 45 years, Hal Richman and his family have controlled Strat-O-Matic, which began with the baseball board game he invented as a teenager and grew into a small empire of sports board, video and Internet games. Now the Richmans are seeking an investor to buy a significant part of the company.

“We’re solicited every year, and we’ve come close to selling the company before, but for various reasons we haven’t,” said Adam Richman, Hal’s son, who is a filmmaker. “Now we’re taking a more aggressive approach. We’re coming off strength: Our last two years were incredible, among our best two.”

Passionate Strat-O-Matic players, many of whom started playing the board game as children, still roll the 20-sided dice, check the cards of their team of players, and schedule full or partial seasons with their friends. Some wait in line outside the company’s offices in Glen Head, N.Y., each February to buy the new season’s card sets.

“I can still remember sending in my $4 and waiting for the box of Strat-O-Matic to come in the mail,” said Barry Mlot, 56, who started playing in 1963 and is in a 60-game league with four friends.

The younger Richman refused to divulge Strat-O-Matic’s revenue, how much of the company may be sold, or the identities of the Hollywood , fantasy, venture capital and trading-card companies that he said have inquired about investing. But he said that “this will remain a family business” and that whoever buys a major stake would “maintain our core values” while financing the further expansion of Strat-O-Matic games in new technologies.

The consideration of outside investors by Strat-O-Matic comes three weeks after the sale of another old-line sports company, Topps, the card and bubble gum maker, for $385.4 million to a group led by Michael D. Eisner, the former chairman of the Walt Disney Company. Topps started as a private company owned by the Shorin family, went public in the 1970s, became private again in 1983 in a leveraged buyout, and went public again in 1987.

“It’s hard to draw a connection between Topps and us,” Adam Richman said, “but that was the sale of a classic sports company with family involved. Maybe it’s just in the air.”

Arthur Shorin, the chairman of Topps, is the son of one of the company’s four founding brothers.

Richman said that loyal players should not worry about the games’ quality diminishing. Mlot, who is to attend his annual Strat-O-Matic championship dinner at a sports bar tomorrow, said, “I think of how people try to ruin baseball by putting in the D.H., but I don’t see them ruining Strat-O-Matic.”
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